
How did I get into Algebra and what does that mean? 
You were suggested for placement in this class based on prior academic performance and on teacher recommendation.  
Some of you may have struggled in math class before, but you worked hard and persevered.  That is the most helpful trait 
of any math student.  No matter how you got in, you’re here now.  Let’s work together and make it a great year!  Please 
keep in mind this class is for high school credit and the academic expectations in this class will more closely align with 
what students are expected to accomplish in a high school class.  The most important things you can do this year are 
compete all assignments and ask questions when you have them.   

What are we learning this year? 
The topics for this class are based on the Tennessee State Standards for 8th grade math and Algebra I.  This is done to 
prevent learning gaps - because there is a lot of information from 8th grade math that you do not need to miss - and to set 
you up for success in high school math.  Pacing for this class will be influenced by how quickly you master each topic.  
The topics are listed here in the order we will cover them: 

Semester 1 Topics      
• Expressions and equations 
• Graphing - linear  
• Linear functions 
• Systems of equations 
• Geometry 
• Pythagorean Theorem 

Semester 2 Topics 
• Polynomials 
• Quadratic equations 
• Graphing non-linear 
• Functions 
• Rational and irrational numbers 
• Exponents, roots, and scientific notation 
• Data analysis 

What do I need for class? 
• Math binder 
• Pencil - preferably wooden pencils 
• Student Agenda 
• Graphing calculator 

What is a Math Binder? 
You will keep a math binder which will be used for organizational purposes and will be a beneficial resource for 
homework and to study for tests.  You really need that binder in class every day to keep up with class.  The binder 
should be for math class only.   

Can I use my phone during class? 
The short answer is sometimes.  Maury County Board Policy outlines the appropriate usage of mobile devices by students 
and I will follow those guidelines (guidelines can be found in Student Handbook section of Agenda).  There may be a time 
when we will use mobile devices in class.  Until further notice, mobile devices are to be put away during math class.  
Phones may not be used for calculators in class or during testing. 

What if I’m absent? 
It is you responsibility (not mine or your parent(s)/sibling/best friend) to check in with me to ask any questions about the 
missed work.  I will follow the guidelines set forth in the student handbook regarding make-up work. 

Welcome to Algebra - Ms. Adkins  
Telephone:  931-388-2558 ext. 1251 

Email:  wadkins@mauryk12.org 
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Will I need a calculator? 
It is highly suggested that graphing calculators be purchased for this class.  I recommend a TI-83Plus; however, any 
calculator listed on the Tennessee Department of Education’s approved calculator list is acceptable.  These calculators are 
more expensive than scientific calculators, but the investment is sound.  Your calculator will be a necessary component of 
other high school math classes and in college.   

What about my grade? 
First of all, do not focus on your grade.  Focus on learning the material and growing as a mathematician.  Learn how to 
study, learn how to deal with frustration, learn how to deal with failure. I know all of that is great and sounds wonderful, 
but I do have to give you some grade that represents your understanding of the math we’ll work on this year.  Here’s how 
that works… 

Work may be graded in various ways including percentage, completion, and rubric.  The following sets forth the weight 
for grades: 

Work Ethic Assessment 
You will start each grading period with a 100 on this assessment.  Points will be deducted as indicated below: 
 Late work: -2 points  
 Missing work: -5 points  
 Sleeping: -2 points 
 Off-task: -2 points  
 Unprepared for class: -2 points 

Can I get in on that extra credit? 
There are so many opportunities for you to do well and improve your average through tests, learning checks, and projects.  
Therefore, there will be no extra credit assignments.  Ask questions when you have them.  Work hard and you will do 
just fine.  You may not make an A, and that’s okay.   

What if I act a fool in class? 
First of all, don’t.  But if when behavioral expectations are not met, one or more of the following consequences may 
apply: 
 Warning - verbal or written    
 Seat/group change    
 Conference with student   
 After-school detention   
 Phone call home    
 Dismissed to office 
 Behavior referral   
 Conference with 8th Grade Team  
 Conference with student and parent/guardian 

20% 80%

Learning Checks - Homework 
Major classwork assignments 

Quizes

Summative Assessments 
Work Ethic Assessment (addressed below)  

Projects
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For Parents: 
I am excited to welcome you and your student to the 8th grade.  I want to help each student succeed, prepare for high 
school, and have a great year.  Review this syllabus with your student and ask them to discuss each topic with you.  Ask 
them to clarify any questions that you have or to elaborate on conversations we had in class regarding a specific topic. 

I would like some information from you about your student.  Please fill out the information on this page.  

Please PRINT as NEATLY as possible. 

____________________________________ 
Student Name 

____________________________________ 
Parent/Guardian Name #1 

____________________________________ 
Parent/Guardian Name #2 

Is there a computer available at home?   Are you able to log-on to the internet at home? 

 YES          NO      YES          NO 
  
Is there anything that would be helpful for me to know? 

                

                

                

                

This syllabus is due back, completed, by Monday, August 8, 2016.
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